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Diane Nicholls, Chief Forester and Assistant Deputy Minister
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations

and Rural Development

Victoria, British Columbia

V8W 2H1

Dear Diane

The British Columbia Forest Act conveys the responsibility to determine an Allowable
Annual Cut (AAC) to the Chief Forester of the Province of BC for each timber supply area
and tree farm licence in the province. It also specifies considerations that must be brought to
bear during the course of such determinations including, among others, the economic and
social objectives of the government.

This letter is intended to provide you with guidance regarding the objectives of the British
Columbia (BC) government that require your consideration when determining an AAC.

Your office implements a rigorous Timber Supply Review Process to help ensure that each
AAC you determine responds to a broad array of objectives and aligns with land use and
management decisions established by provincial statutes and regulations. The objectives
identified below are to be considered and as part of the review process to ensure that AAC
determinations, and the timber harvest rates they enable, continue to support government
goals.

This letter replaces two letters previously issued by the Minister of Forests and Range to the
chief forester, dated July 4, 2006 and October 27, 2010. 1t is intended to be used in concert
with direction provided by the Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations to
the chief forester in a letter dated April 12, 2013, concerning objectives outlined in the Shared
Decision Making Process pursuant to the Nanwakolas Reconciliation Protocol.

The BC government has committed to building a strong, sustainable, innovative economy and
creating well paid jobs in the province. The health of the forest sector, and its ability to
respond to an array of short and long term social, economic and environmental interests, is a
key to delivering on this commitment. As such, Government has identified specific objectives
for the management of BC’s forests and Crown lands. Those relevant to AAC determinations
include:
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Diane Nicholls, Chief Forester and Assistant Deputy Minister

e modemizing land-use planning to effectively and sustainably manage BC’s
ecosystems, rivers, lakes, watersheds, forests and old growth forests

» expanding investments in reforestation; and

e collaborating to develop strategies to manage wildlife resources and habitat
Strategies for delivering on these objectives will be developed in collaboration with the
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development, relevant
Natural Resource Ministries, indigenous partners and industry. Once approved by
government, I ask that you ensure such strategies are integrated into the Timber Supply
Review Process to support AAC determinations.

The BC government has committed to full and lasting reconciliation with Indigenous peoples.
As chief forester, your responsibility includes continuing to ensure that AAC determinations
take into consideration relevant agreements between First Nations and the Govemment of BC,
court decisions that define Aboriginal title and rights as well as moving forward on reviewing
policies, programs, and legislation to determine how to bring the principles of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples into action for AAC determinations.
You also have a responsibility to continue to carefully consider traditional knowledge and
other input from BC First Nation communities and organizations in the course of AAC
determinations as they pertain to the AAC determination.

The Forest Act requires that the chief forester consider a range of forest health issues as part
of AAC determinations, including the impacts of circumstances such as infestations,
devastations and salvage programs. This is particularly relevant as BC’s forest sector
emerges from a period of significant, compounding challenges. The infestation of the
Mountain Pine Beetle that peaked in the late 2000s has largely subsided but with continuing
effects to the size and composition of the forest inventory. Currently. the north area is
experiencing Spruce Beetle infestations which also pose impacts. Recently, the Province has
experienced record levels of wildfires that have impacted timber supply, community stability
and multiple forest values.

In response to these challenges, it is a government objective to focus on planning and
sustainable resource management in a way that supports robust forest recovery and timely and
effective responses to emerging threats. Please consider how your AAC determinations can
support these objectives while promoting forest health and values. In some cases AAC
determinations may encourage management practices that avert another infestation in the
province’s forests. In certain regions. they will need to reflect the reality of a lower timber
supply. Some regions will require expanded investment in reforestation and/or an increased
focus on timber utilization and recovery. In the wake of extensive natural disasters, the extent
of damage in certain areas may also warrant re-determining AACs earlier than scheduled.

In order to ensure that AAC determinations align with government objectives to modernize
land-use planning and sustainably manage B.C.'s ecosystems, rivers, lakes, watersheds,
forests and old growth forests, the Timber Supply Review process should incorporate the best
available information on climate change and the cumulative effects of multiple activities on
the land base. Management options that align with established climate change strategies.
adaptation and mitigation practices should be explored. Where the cumulative effects of
timber harvesting and other land based activities indicate a risk to natural resource values, the
process should identify those risks for consideration in land-use planning,
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This government recognises that the forest sector is of critical importance to BC. The needs
of rural communities and forest based industries are evolving in response to a number of the
factors mentioned above. To support BC’s forest-dependent communities, I ask that your
AAC determinations consider the environmental, social and economic needs of local
communitics as expressed by the public during Timber Supply Review processes, including
strategies that contribute to community economic stability, and the jobs that the forest sector
creates in communities, where these are consistent with the government’s broader objectives.
L also ask that when faced with necessary reductions in AAC’s, that those reductions be no
larger than necessary to avoid significant longer term impacts.

Thank you Diane, for your continued service and considerable efforts in these regards.

Sincerely,

Doug Donaldson
Minister
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