
 
 

VIA EMAIL 
 
 
November 15th, 2016 
 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations  
Bag 5000, Smithers, BC, V0J 2NO 
 

Attention: Eamon O’Donoghue,  Regional Executive Director 
 
Regarding:  Burns Lake Community Forest Presentation November 10th, 2016 
 
Thank you for your time and the opportunity for the Burns Lake Community Forest (BLCF) to 
provide our presentation on the Mountain Pine Beetle Mitigation Plan for BCLF,  listening to our 
concerns, and recognizing opportunities to work collaboratively on solutions for long-term 
sustainability of the landbase and the K1A licence. 
 
I am confident that we demonstrated that the BLCF is advancing a number interests expressed in 
the ministry’s service plan, including strategies for managing for moose habitat, managing for 
cumulative effects, incorporating a stronger role of First Nation on the landbase and in the 
community forest, while also mitigating timber supply implications in the Nadina District. 
 
In our conversation we pointed to a few key, important aspects of our work: 
 

- We are in the process of achieving Forest Stewardship Council Certification for its long-term 
commitments and benefits to resource sustainability and First Nations; 

- As we enter the post-salvage phase of the MPB epidemic, the need to unlock the power of 
our area-based tenure to mitigate non-timber and timber impacts of the epidemic.  This will 
require the BLCF and the ministry to recognize the BLCF as a management unit distinct 
from the Lakes TSA, and to manage our respective roles consistent with the distinct rights, 
obligations and statutory authorities inherent in the community forest agreement; 

- Consistent with an area-based management ethos, the adoption by the board of directors of 
the vision to “Think and act like owners”, and the commitment to invest the considerable 
financial resources into data, information gathering, analysis and multi-resource planning  
for the BLCF needed to make that vision a reality; 

- Our efforts to work collaboratively with the AAC decision maker and District staff to 
implement the AAC determination of April 2016. 

-  
Moving forward, I wish to confirm with you what I understood to be the common understandings 
and expectations that I took away from our conversation as a result of our presentation: 
 

- In the spirit of managing consistent with an area-base ethos, the regional executive director 
will explore establishing a land use order for the LCM that may exclude the BLCF, given the 



 
work that is being completed on the MPB mitigation plan and in light of the major 
restrictions that the current AAC determination has placed on opportunity for salvage 
within the LCM and several other parts of the timber harvesting landbase for a period of the 
determination. This would allow the BLCF to finalize the Mountain Pine Beetle Mitigation 
Strategy that the BLCF has committed considerable time and financial investment towards. 
 

- In the spirit of collaborative working relationships and meeting Ministry services plan 
objectives, the regional executive director requested the organization of a conversation with 
Albert Nussbaum and BLCF representatives to discuss and explore in more detail any 
flexibility to utilize the salvage opportunity that BLCF Management Plan highlighted, and 
which the current AAC determination restricted. Of particular interest is the effect on 
salvage of the ‘70% dead’ criterion and partial harvest opportunities within retention VQO 
reserve polygons. 

Beyond the action items mentioned above, I would appreciate receiving the ministry’s response to 
other issues raised but not specifically concluded during our meeting on November 10th, including: 

• With regard to new legal orders, the establishment of an 18 month hiatus from new land 
use orders to allow the BLCF MPB Mitigation Plan to complete; 

• With regard to the ‘FSP Expectations initiative’ and recognizing that the BLCF is a 
management unit distinct from Lakes TSA, our request that the ministry keep an open mind 
to unique stocking standards suited to BLCF that may differ from those suited to the Lakes 
TSA, and to exercise discretion to enable unique BLCF biodiversity, wildlife options to come 
forward from the MPB Mitigation Plan process. 

• With regard to implementing the April 2016 AAC determination, beyond the meeting with 
the AAC decision maker discussed above, our request that the ministry ensure that district 
staffs support the AAC SDM in a manner consistent with his intent to practice a degree of 
flexibility in implementing the AAC and that we finalize the AAC Protocol document that is 
currently in draft; 

• With regard to area-based management of the BLCF, our request that the ministry re-
confirm that the proactive, area-based forest management ethos that guides the MPB 
Mitigation Plan is the ethos that government expects of CFA holders, and that we 
collaboratively take actions to normalize between ministry and BLCF staffs the area-based 
ethos based on the specific rights, obligations and statutory authorities applicable to CFA’s. 

In conclusion, I want to acknowledge the effort that is being taken and provide my commitment of 
undivided attention to moving BLCF initiatives forward in the broader context of long-term 
sustainability of the community forest.  We look forward to the upcoming conversation on AAC 
implementation.  

Sincerely,  

 

Frank Varga RPF 
General Manager, Burns Lake Community Forest 


